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RIVERFest Moves to Virginia Beach 

Free Fun, New Help for Beach Residents  

 

VIRGINIA BEACH – The region’s premiere environmental festival moves to Virginia Beach for 

the first time on Sunday, September 17, with important and perhaps surprising news for 

Elizabeth River fans. 

 

The surprise, for many: A big chunk of this river, better known as an urban harbor, in fact 

reaches well into the resort city. And new help is on the way for Virginia Beach residents near 

the Eastern Branch of the Elizabeth River to take action as environmental stewards.     

 

That’s a big focus as the non-profit Elizabeth River Project presents its annual RIVERFest from 

11 am to 4 pm at Carolanne Farms Neighborhood Park, 373 Gainsborough Road, Kempsville. 

Held previously in Norfolk and Portsmouth with more than 1,000 attendees, the free family 

festival will present 40 activities, from free kayak paddles to the Science Dome with live river 

critters, to “Scoop the Poop” corn hole, food trucks, live music and much more. 

 

The new location, more than 20 acres of forest and wetlands on the Elizabeth River’s Eastern 

Branch, is “a gorgeous place to inspire people to care about this historic part of the river,” says 

Marjorie Mayfield Jackson, Executive Director of the Elizabeth River Project, 

www.elizabethriver.org. Many people don’t realize that one of the Elizabeth River’s five main 

branches, the Eastern Branch, extends so far into Virginia Beach that tall ships once sailed up the 

Elizabeth here to “Kemps Landing.”  

 

When festival attendees from Virginia Beach sign up for the Elizabeth River Project’s free River 

Star Homes program, they’ll not only take home a free yard flag for committing to seven simple 

steps. Elizabeth River Project also plans to announce new funding to help these Virginia Beach 

residents install rain barrels, carry out river friendly “lawn makeovers,” create rain gardens and 

other projects to reduce pollution to the Elizabeth River.  

http://www.elizabethriver.org/
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Similar funding for backyard environmental projects will also be offered to qualifying residents 

attending the festival from Norfolk and Chesapeake, as in the past.  

 

Also new at this year’s festival: 

• “The River’s Gone to the Dogs,” a dog-costumed contest at 2 pm   

• Free bike bells and bike valet if you come by bike 

• Drawings for a stand-up paddleboard, a birthday party on the Elizabeth River Project’s 

Dominion Energy Learning Barge and tickets to Jack Johnson’s beach concert Sept. 27 

• A live mermaid  

• Live music with Lewis McGhee, Mountaintide and the Storyweavers 

• The free kayak paddles include a tour to a planned new waterfront park 

• Native plant sales and plant walks 

• Girl Scouts can earn the new Elizabeth River patch 

• Symbolic adoption of river otters at the Elizabeth River Project membership tent 

• Satellite parking at nearby Arrowwood Elementary School.  

   

For more information:  Visit the festival website, www.elizabethriverfest.org, call the 

Elizabeth River Project at 757-399-7487 or email Casey Shaw, cshaw@elizabethriver.org. 
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